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DECORATING AN APARTMENT

Before starting the decoration of an old apartment or flat a per-
son should consider the possibility of making a few necessary
architectural changes. A desirable tenant who will sign a three-
year lease can usually accomplish some reforms in this respect.
The most common need is for the removal of ceiling and wall light-
ing fixtures. It is really a very small matter for the janitor to re-
move these before decorating. The holes in the walls can be
covered with a metal cap which is painted like the surrounding
area. Radiators can be moved by a janitor without too much
trouble or expense. A radiator which occupies a bay window in
winter can be stowed in a closet or on a rear porch in summer.

Paneled walls are undesirable as they interfere with furniture
arrangement and picture hanging. Sometimes the wood strips of
the panels can be removed and the walls papered. Built-in features,
such as an imitation fireplace, sideboards, or bookshelves, which are
ugly or too large, can ruin the appearance of a room. They should
be remodeled or removed; but if that cannot be done, they can
sometimes be concealed by building removable bookshelves or
cabinets over them. They can be made less important by painting
them to match the walls.

Sometimes removing a partition or cutting a large opening
through a wall makes an apartment much more livable. Persuasive-
ness coupled with good pictures of the results desired may gain
the landlord's permission to make even such changes.

If an apartment is to be decorated by a contractor supplied by
the owner of the building, it is necessary to have a complete under-
standing beforehand of the work to be done. Every item should
be written in detail on the blank provided for that purpose. For
example, it is not enough to write under closets "paint everything."
Specify, instead, "baseboards, walls, ceiling, door, door casing,
window casing, both sides of shelves, poles, hooks, light fixture,
and electric cord."

A tenant should be given an opportunity to work out her color
schemes without haste. She should see the decorator's wall-paper
catalogs a week before the decorating is to be done, so that there
will be time to find other papers if there are no suitable ones in
the catalogs.